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c honour dictate to him to disobey the express commands
: of his Maker, in compliance with a custom established
4 by a set of blockheads, founded on false principles of
4 virtue, in direct opposition to the plain and positive
4 precepts of religion, and tending manifestly to give a
4 sanction to ruffians, and to protect them in all the ways
4 of impudence and villany ? '

4 All this, I believe, is very true/ cries Amelia; 4 but
4 yet you know, doctor, the opinion of the world.'

' You talk simply, child,' cries the doctor. 4 What is
4 the opinion of the world opposed to religion and
4 virtue? but you are in the wrong. It is not the
4 opinion of the world; it is the opinion of the idle,
4 ignorant, and profligate. It is impossible it should be
4 the opinion of one man of sense, who is in earnest
1 in his belief of our religion. Chiefly, indeed, it hath
4 been upheld by the nonsense of women; who, either
4 from their extreme cowardice, and desire of protection,
4 or, as Mr. Bayle thinks, from their excessive vanity,
4 have been always forward to countenance a set of
4 hectors and bravoes, and to despise all men of modesty
4 and sobriety; though these are often, at the bottom,
4 not only the better, but the braver men/

4You know, doctor/ cries Amelia, 4I have never.
4 presumed to argue with you; your opinion is to me
4 always instruction, and your word a law.'

4 Indeed, child,' cries the doctor, 41 know you are a
4 good woman ; and yet I must observe to you, that this
4 very desire of feeding the passion of female vanity with
4 the heroism of her man, old Homer seems to make the
4< characteristic of a bad and loose woman. He intro-
4 duces Helen upbraiding her gallant with having quitted
4 the fight, and left the victory to Menelaus, and seeming
4 to be sorry that she had left her husband, only because
4 he was the better duellist of the two; but in how